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SUMMARY OF MEETING:

Dennis McCoskrie explained that the CPSC project on Home Electrical System Fires
was an outgrowth of a 1987 CPSC report, Residential Electrical Distribution Fires. That
report indicated that there was a correlation between the age of a dwelling and the likelihood
that it would experience an electrical fire; homes over 40 years old were at greatest risk.

Mr. McCoskrie further explained that one of the reasons often given for not repairing
or updating old wiring systems is that the cost is too high. To try to counter this excuse,
NAHB Research Center was awarded a contract to identify cost-effective repair methods for
correcting hazardous wiring conditions.

Mr. Ray Keden displayed samples of surface raceways produced by Elite Raceway
Systems and which are used in France and Germany; the market for surface raceways is larger
in Europe ($500 M) than in the US (8150 M) due to differences in building construction. He
stated that the safety standards for residential wiring devices in Europe exceed those of UL,
and efforts to improve US safety standards are in progress. Examples of raceway safety
features cited include double insulation and inaccessibility of hot wires.



adaptors which could have beep used for such lransitions. My Keden demonstrated an
adaptor with , bushing which could be used at the fixture to Provide mechanjcy]
Protection from sharp edges; no mechanica] connection jg required for ths application,



